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TERM DEFINITION

ASSOCIATION Organisation usually comprised of member clubs, responsible for organising and administering local cricket 
competitions

BASE The part of a cricket pitch or practice pitch area on which the synthetic surface is applied

BUSINESS PLAN A formal statement of club or venue goals and an action plan for reaching those goals

CAPITAL REPLACEMENT PROGRAM A statement of all the required tasks, responsibilities and costs that should be taken into consideration regarding 
infrastructure development and renewal.

GEOTECHNICAL ENGINEER A Geotechnical Engineer is a specialist qualified to prepare a geotechnical report that typically reports on factors 
such as soil type, composition and quality, compaction and moisture levels

GREENFIELD SITE An undeveloped site earmarked and suitable for future development

ILLUMINANCE The total amount of visible light illuminating a point on a surface from all directions above the surface. The 
standard unit for illumination is Lux

INDOOR CRICKET Refers to the sport and activity of competitive cricket played indoors. It has its own set of facility criteria, rules 
and regulations

INDOOR TRAINING Refers to non-competition training and skill development activities participated in an indoor venue suitable for 
cricket practice

LIFECYCLE COST A comparison of not only the initial capital cost for specific facility elements, but an analysis of ongoing usage, 
maintenance and replacement costs

LUMINAIRE The housing that contains a floodlight lamp and includes the lamp, reflector and the lens

MPA MPA is the metric unit for pressure or stress called megapascal (MPa). The term is used in concrete as the 
common unit for compressive strength.

PROJECT MANAGER A suitably qualified expert who is engaged by a client (likely to be Club, Council or Association) to oversee the 
design and construction phases of a project

PAVEMENT A term used to describe an asphalt or concrete pitch base

PILE The fibre material that forms the playing surface in synthetic turf pitches and playing areas

PILE HEIGHT Pile height refers to the length of the pile � synthetic turf pitch pile heights suitable for cricket vary from 9mm to 
11mm

PITCH The central flat strip of a cricket field that accommodates the main batting and bowling activities. Typically pitch 
surfaces are either natural turf or synthetic turf

STATE/TERRITORY ASSOCIATION The peak governing body for cricket provision, development and administration within each individual State and 
Territory in Australia � State/Territory Associations are all affiliated with Cricket Australia

SYNTHETIC GRASS/TURF (PITCH) Collective term applied to outdoor artificial cricket pitch surfaces

SYNTHETIC GRASS/TURF (FIELD) Collective term applied to outdoor synthetic grass products jointly approved for use by Cricket Australia and the 
Australian Football League for use on cricket ground infields and outfields

TURF Natural grass cricket pitch surface that is specifically prepared and manicured by specialist curators

UNIFORMITY This is a measure of light of a cricket ground. It is important as it measures the difference (and consistency) 
between bright and dark areas
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Cricket Facility Hierarchy ModelSECTION 1

��� � � ��� ����������������� ��� � ��� ��� � �� ��������� ����� � ���������



HIERARCHY MODEL
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HIERARCHY LEVEL FACILITY PURPOSE CORE CRICKET USE OTHER COMPATIBLE USES

INTERNATIONAL

Host matches and engage fans of 
domestic and international training, 
matches, series and major events 
during the Australian cricket season 
and deliver a world class experience 
for cricketers, staff and fans.

International, Domestic and State 
level fixtures, events and high 
performance training.

Squad and international training and 
camps, State/Territory Administration 
Headquarters.

DOMESTIC/FIRST 
CLASS

Provide a home, secondary home 
or training centre for State/Territory 
teams (away from International 
grounds) and a pathway venue for 
state teams and talent squads.

Primary, secondary or satellite venue 
for Domestic teams and state squads 
(training and matches) and showcase 
venue for Australian team games for 
women�s and underage cricket.

Squad training, camps and/or 
institute for cricket, Premier cricket 
finals venue, State and National 
carnival venue, coach and umpire 
development programs and education 
centre. Priority access for cricket is 
required.

PREMIER/REGIONAL

Integrates the community cricket 
pathway and provides connection 
between Foundation and Talent 
pathways. Facilities service home 
clubs, as well as providing for the 
broader cricket catchment.

Home and away fixtures for Premier 
Cricket in each state, regional training 
venue for pathway squads and 
programs, event/carnival venue for 
state and regional programs and 
marquee venue for local competitions 
(e.g. finals).

Shared training venue for local 
community (outdoor turf pitches and 
possible indoor training pitches), 
under age Association competition 
venue and location for school holiday 
camps. Likely to be shared with a 
winter tenant.

CLUB (HOME)

Provide a mix of recreational and 
competitive cricket opportunities 
within a community club environment 
for local communities � clubs and 
venues connect with their associated 
turf or synthetic competition and 
pathway structure (for all age 
groups).

A club�s home ground to conduct 
home and away fixtures for local, 
Association, metropolitan and 
country cricket in each state, local 
club training, facilitating school to 
club connectivity and providing 
opportunities for in2CRICKET and 
modified programs such as T20Blast.

Training facilities and social amenities 
are provided to promote social 
activity and community use. Shared 
venue with a winter tenant. Under 
age Association competition venue or 
finals venue at key sites within local 
Associations.

CLUB (SATELLITE)

Provides opportunities for club 
and school competition and social/
recreational cricket. Venues often 
used as secondary grounds for junior 
and lower senior grades.

Satellite or overflow venues away 
from a club�s main home ground that 
support junior, school and senior club 
cricket competition (primarily match 
day use) and formal and informal 
social cricket use.

Venues typically include parks, 
recreation reserves and schools and 
often shared venues for broader 
community use and access. School 
sites also provide access to cricket 
opportunities through school 
curriculum, after school programs, 
school teams and for recreational 
use by school pupils and the local 
community.
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BEFORE YOU START � CONSULT YOUR LAND OWNER!
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BEFORE YOU START � CONSULT YOUR LAND OWNER!
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Information enclosed should 
be used when planning 

new grounds, measuring 
existing boundaries, checking 
compliance and installing new 

turf and synthetic cricket pitches.
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PLAYING FIELD AND PITCH ORIENTATION
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NOTE: It is important to recognise that local conditions 
may override these recommendations and each site and 
associated conditions should be treated individually.
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Association and Rugby Football

Grass Court Tennis

BaseballCricket and

Netball
Basketball

Hard Court Tennis

all facilities can be arranged

uniform direction of play for

Limits of good orientation where a

Best commonorientation

Reciprocal bearings
shown dotted

It is recommended that cricket grounds and pitches 
are orientated in a north-south direction to minimise 

the effect of a setting sun on players, with a suggested 
optimum orientation of 10-15 degrees east of north.�
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PLAYING FIELD DIMENSIONS
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Measuring single pitch 
playing field dimensions 
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Measuring multiple pitch or  
turf table playing field dimensions 
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Plan for the maximum boundary size and rope off/line 
mark boundaries within the playing area to achieve 
the greatest range of cricket participation options.
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LEVEL OF COMPETITION
PREFERRED PLAYING 
FIELD DIMENSIONS

MINIMUM RECOMMENDED

IN2CRICKET (AGES 5 TO 8) 25m 30m
UNDER 10 30m 40m
UNDER 12 40m 45m
UNDER 14 45m 50m
UNDER 16 45m 55m
OPEN AGE 
(COMMUNITY CLUB) 50m 60m

OPEN AGE 
(PREMIER/REGIONAL) 65m 75m

DOMESTIC MEN�S AND UNDERAGE 
NATIONAL MALE EVENTS 82m 82m

DOMESTIC WOMEN�S AND UNDERAGE 
NATIONAL GIRLS EVENTS 58m 58m

When designing and developing ovals, grounds and 
park precincts, buffer distances between cricket ground 

boundaries should be considered in relation to other park 
infrastructure including car parks, roadways, neighbouring 

properties, trails and playgrounds. Buffer distances of 
between 20m to 40m from boundaries are preferable to 
reduce risk and increase park user and property safety.

Additional design elements including mounding, 
vegetation planting and fencing and their appropriateness 

to local conditions, settings and aesthetics should 
all be considered during venue design stages to 
assist in reducing and alleviating potential risk.

Guidance Note 01 Pitches & Playing FieldsSECTION 2
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CRICKET PITCH DIMENSIONS
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Turf cricket pitches 
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LEVEL OF COMPETITION
PREFERRED PITCH TYPE AND DIMENSIONS

PITCH TYPE RECOMMENDED

IN2CRICKET (AGES 5 TO 8) Flexible** To suit ability 13m to 16m x 2.4m � 2.8m

T20 BLAST (AGES 8 TO 12) Flexible** 18m x 2.4m - 2.8m

UNDER 10 Synthetic 25m - 28m x 2.4m - 2.8m

UNDER 12 Synthetic 25m - 28m x 2.4m - 2.8m

UNDER 14 Synthetic 25m - 28m x 2.4m - 2.8m

UNDER 16 Synthetic 25m - 28m x 2.4m - 2.8m

OPEN AGE (COMMUNITY CLUB) � SYNTHETIC ONLY Synthetic 25m - 28m x 2.4m - 2.8m

OPEN AGE (COMMUNITY CLUB) � TURF ONLY Turf 22.56m x 3.05m (5-6 pitches)

OPEN AGE (PREMIER/REGIONAL) � TURF ONLY Turf 22.56m x 3.05m (8-10 pitches)

DOMESTIC CRICKET AND UNDERAGE NATIONAL EVENTS Turf 22.56m x 3.05m (10 pitches)

2.4 to 2.8m

3.05m

20
.12
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25
m 

to 
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At venues where only cricket is played, plan for the maximum size for a 
synthetic cricket pitch being 2.8m wide x 28m long or for turf venues provide 

the maximum number of turf pitches for the relevant hierarchy and level of play.
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Avoid �winged� styled synthetic pitches where 
possible as these present potential maintenance 
and trip hazards and can increase capital costs.
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Any synthetic grass pitch surround or extension 
is likely to impact on winter sport usage and user 
groups must be consulted prior to installation. All 

installations must meet AFL-Cricket Australia approved 
performance requirements for artificial turf.

SYNTHETIC CRICKET PITCH COVERING
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COVER 
METHOD IMPACTS AND CONSIDERATIONS TYPICAL INSTALLATION EXAMPLE

SY
NT

HE
TIC

 PI
TCH

 CO
VE

RS Synthetic pitch covers can be placed over pitches during the winter season. When using synthetic 
pitch covers it is important to ensure that covers used meet AFL-Cricket Australia approved synthetic 
turf product performance and testing standards. Synthetic covers require the brooming in of rubber 
granules when laid and the vacuuming of them out prior to lifting them off. 

Storage of covers over the off-season is a key consideration. Issues can arise if these covers are stored 
whilst still wet as the moisture is unable to escape and can damage the cover. Achieving integration of 
synthetic surface and natural grass interface can be challenging. Installation and removal of synthetic 
pitch covers can be labour intensive and Work Health and Safety provisions should be adhered to.

CO
VE

R W
ITH

 SO
IL

This is the most common method of community level synthetic cricket pitch covering during the 
off season and is generally managed by the relevant Council or cricket club. Heavy duty industrial 
plastic should be laid over the synthetic pitch surface prior to soil being spread. 

Issues with using soil include the potential injury to untrained club volunteers attempting to cover/
uncover cricket pitches and potential injury risk due to change in surface level around the pitch. 

Damage to pitch as a result of machinery/tools tearing sections of the synthetic grass are 
also common and an uneven and raised surface surrounding the pitch can result in either an 
unpredictable deviation of the ball once in play or a �swimming pool� effect whereby rainfall is 
unable to escape the pitch and can impact on the ability to commence play.

�� ������������� ���� ��
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DUAL TURF AND SYNTHETIC PITCHES
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Before opting for a dual pitch arrangement, ensure communication and a healthy relationship exists between 
curator, club/s and other users of both turf and synthetic pitches. Dual pitch set ups are most successful 

where pitch management programs are strong and incidences of pitch preparation or inclement weather 
(where covers must remain on) do not impact too adversely on the ability to use the synthetic pitch.
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PATHWAY

EAST-WEST
ORIENTATION

BOWLER RUN-UPS
IMPEDE ON

PLAYING FIELD

LIKELY TO INTERFERE
WITH BATSMEN’S

LINE OF SIGHT

POTENTIAL INJURY TO
PROPERTY OR PEDESTRIANS

(UNLESS ENCLOSED)

POTENTIAL DAMAGE
TO VEHICLES

(UNLESS ENCLOSED)

Information provided in this Guidance Note 
should not be used as a substitute for specialist 
design advice and where necessary, specialist 

engineering advice should be sought.
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TRAINING NET DESIGN
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3.6m
MAXIMUM 9m
NETTING ROOF

11m

9m

21m

27m
RECOMMENDED
MINIMUM

3.0m

3m
 or

 3.
6m

1.0
m

3.6m
MAXIMUM 9m
NETTING ROOF

11m

9m

21m

27m

RECOMMENDED
MINIMUM

3.0m

3m
 or

 3.
6m

1.0
m

Cricket training net development may require 
a building or planning permit. Consult with 

your Local Council first to understand if 
there are any specific permit requirements 

or local planning conditions in place. 

For occupational health and safety measures, it is 
a requirement that the dividing (centre) net within 

all multi bay constructions be of minimum length of 
21m for the protection of bowlers in adjacent nets. 

Peripheral nets require a minimum side fencing 
length of 11m. However it is recommended that 

all nets have a minimum 21m dividing fence and 
a desirable length of 27m to allow for extended 

bowler run-ups and bowler protection.

AS1725.4 � 2010: Chain link fabric fencing � 
Cricket net fencing enclosures provides the 

Australian Standard for fencing of cricket net 
enclosures, including use of materials, design 

footings and installation requirements.
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18,000

DN40 Hip rails for 6m roof plan.
Roof rails maximum 1,500 spacing either direction.

3,000 chain
link fabric
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