CRICKET WICKET COVER GUIDELINES

Covering of turf wickets – summer season

The following represent Moreland Council’s guidelines for the covering and uncovering of turf wickets and apply only to cricket clubs who play on turf grounds. These guidelines are subject to competition rules. 

Club’s are responsible for the supply of appropriate wicket covers. 

Club’s are responsible for covering and uncovering of the wicket and for ensuring that covers used are suitable and in a good state of repair (without holes). Covers with holes can often make conditions worse than not having covers and clear plastic ‘burns’ the grass. Both should not be used. It is recommended that covers be white so at to reflect heat. Darker coloured covers absorb more heat which potentially can cause damage to the surface. 

Hessian must be used between the prepared wicket and cover when cover is used for a period of more than 8 hours (or overnight). Hessian is not required over the full wicket table. Hessian is not required to be used on match day. 

The wicket cover should be positioned so the prepared wicket is located nearest to the edge of the cover and be positioned to allow easy accessibility by Council workers to the strip being prepared.

Prior to Friday 

Clubs may only cover wicket of an evening when advised by Recreation Services via email or text message. Recreation Services will endeavour to contact clubs prior to 4 pm. 

Open Space will advise Recreation Services if they determine that it would be advantageous to cover wickets or not. Recreation Services will then contact the nominated club representative via email or text message to make arrangements for club to cover wicket. 

If projected weather conditions permit, the club prior to 7.30 am must remove covers the following morning including Friday or preparation of wicket may be jeopardised due to manual handling issues. If the club decides not to remove covers due to inclement weather they must liaise direct with Andrew McCullagh, Assistant Coordinator Recreation Reserves 0417 030 213 or Peter Browne, Coordinator Recreation Reserves (0417 317 257) after 7 am to determine the timing of removal. 

Council endeavours to complete all wicket preparation by 3 pm on Friday, under normal weather conditions. Council cannot guarantee or confirm the completion of wicket preparation.

Covers are not to be laid before 3pm on a Friday unless it is raining. 

Friday 

Clubs may choose to cover the wicket on Friday evenings but will need to make arrangements to remove covers Saturday in accordance with competition rules.

Saturday 

In the instance where Council must complete wicket preparation on a Saturday, if the club does not remove the covers by 7 am there is no guarantee that wicket preparation will be completed by the curator due to manual handling issues. Sub-District wicket preparation will occur as usual.

If the club decides not to remove covers due to inclement weather they must liaise directly with Andrew McCullagh , Assistant Co-ordinator Recreation Reserves (0417 030 213) or Peter Browne, Coordinator Recreation Reserves (0417 317 257) after 7 am to determine the timing of removal. 

If the match is abandoned, the clubs are responsible for removing the covers as soon as practical during the weekend (ideally the wicket is to be uncovered within 2 hours of the match being called off). The only exception is when there is a match on the following day.

Clubs are to adhere to their association’s rules on expected times for removing covers before play.

It is recommended that covers are not used early in the week.

Covers

Covers are not to be laid on wet wickets. 

Covers to be of light coloured material so as to reflect sun and not absorb as much heat as dark covers. 

Covers are not to be laid when there is no forecasted rain.

Edge of covers will be peeled back by Council curators to allow works to be undertaken on the wicket except on windy days. 

Clubs are responsible for checking the pegging of the covers after Council staff have left the ground.

When covers are removed from the wicket they are not to be stored on the oval surface (in warm conditions, grass may burn underneath the covers). If wickets are burned because of covers clubs will potentially be off their wickets for a number of weeks until they are fully recovered. 

If clubs are not prepared to remove covers completely off the ground the covers should not be laid at all. 

Open Space curator’s schedule

Open Space provided information on the curator’s general work schedule to be used as a guide only. Works are subject to change due to inclement weather. 

Monday

watering and repairing the wicket

Tuesday

mowing of whole table, rolling, light watering (if required)

Wednesday

mowing, rolling, light watering (if required)

Thursday

light watering, mowing & rolling

Friday 


Final sealing of wicket, clipping, rolling
